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 * Priſoner, Truly, in the main, Reported, as to'the mat- 

ter of Fatt ar s Examination and. Tryal in the open 

-Quarcer-Seffions at th&0ld-'Bayly,- Vulgarly the 12th 

4nd 3th days of the 8th Month in the Year 1683. 

- Such Readers as ate Diſcerning, and Judicious, Unpre- 

pF and Imparrial, may conſider what the matter 
pf. Right 5 upon the whole. 


To HIS is now the Third and chis Four _ that Ihave: been Re- 
Ee roo ro take the Oath of: Ar my Firſt: appearance: 

; a Seflions formerly, when is Oath was Tendred to me, my' 
P Y ' was, that; having: been twice:apprehended by Officers, 
; once whiltt Livas opening the Scriptures, for. which:Iwas carryed before the 
. - Major, and was quickly Diſmified; A'Sccond time, :the next Week'after that, 
whit Iwas Prayung, from whence I was taken by:ſorhe Under-Officers, and 
. Lead and Guarded by them; and brought to theiSeffions at Old-Baily ; I ay, 
my Apology then 'was, that, my: Liberty. having been taken from-me, © 

"my opinion was,"thar; that Caſe ought firſt to be lived, 

fore. this Oath was wbe Tendered to me, whereby to-find out ory eat 
by Poſt-Fat againſt mc: Befides' it: being: a:Received,; Approved Maxim in 
ther own:Law, «bar, the Law of God is the Law of the Land, which Law of. 
God: deferibing; an Oarh among; Men-+to: be. for. Confirmation; : an endof all 
Swifc. Heb. 6. 6. The Jaftices'thernſelves wrongfally\Cha rging @eaith-cn- 


deavours to bring in Popery, the taking of Lo Oath, if I were otherwiſe rea 
e 


4”, 5 IIS 


fied in the whole, and in every part of it, which I was not, yet! would not at- 
= tain thizend of an Oath, which is co be an.cald of all Strife. Upon his I wag. 
—_— Commiſted b Newgate- Priſon in the Preſs: Tr d, ;Heac-I have-given a more 
E | large antt partierflar-Nartative-in-One Prinfed-Sflectiof Paper, called; The 
- | LORD's Free-Priſoner. © | 


- = 


The Second fime at a gen 


2 Iu have once beforF declared at former Sefſtons., It will be a Premanire, Re-, 
| plyed the Judge} and fo caticd Mr. Griffrh.\and demanded of hifn whetherhe 


| Swear, that, this Qath 4 
_ dne Order ad Pioges T 


_ which it j$,Cloazhed 

= DMA ie, Tanner or, that we 

. . Wah? The ocher Ground GYRedfon of wymmer raking bf rhisOarh; is; when. 

EE Thyas;la8.3; thÞ;Sofiorig and: 

EE: Month'of the Reſt who were/at the Be! 2 

= any-one Conttaditting) which To far Tnterprered a Conſehr,. he'openly did 

Fs declare is agLor, thar; he, wii did takozbus Oath, was thereby bound to go 

= +  @Common-Fayer; to pantaks of the Sagraqment as the. Law Required, , ro go 
0'miore to Private Meetings, which the Law Coridernis 45 unlawful Conven- 

Fon 


nies} which;omirte® s are very matctial,: and 
with bnCiothdſe Rolls ad Redotds : Sofor theſs-rvo Rex- 
uſes, Fcould nor cakeithis: Oath: ) When 1 had-given this account, 
tfirceof rhe Judges: fpakt'ts me one after another, whom Midently heard: our: 
Vihen *liey GogtdyLaffor'd co: rhake a Reply, bur, they.viould rior- ſuffer me" 
rSviter anyakares: F laid choyaught ro-hear my farchev Defence; (or fome 
? : 4 


acc OD 
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= 


Fuch expreſſions,: for I writeas 1 can Remember of the main which paſſed from 
Ty 1elf 3 bije'tr was nor granted,” and 1 was asked again, and again, W:/! you, 
Fdke Fhe 'Oath'of Allegiance, or nmr? Thad more to anſwer, bur; it could nor 
be heard, one of the Judges calling. to the Clerk or ſome ſuch Officer, Record 
His obſtinate Refuſal; and Call-others? we were four of us Retmanded back 
Xo rhe Prifon again. - | $0 cn RE: ved es 
, Vutgarly on.the 13th day of the abovementioned Month in the Forenoon 
(after 1 -had/ been kept in. the Bayly-Dock, whete that Scriprure in Spirir, Life, 
and Power, Infiſted my Heart, he was Numbred with the Tranſzrefſors, and 
is part of my Conformity ro my Lord Chriſt) I was brought” to. the Bar at 
O1l4-Bayly, the Judge then preſent called to the Clerk to Read what was Re- 
eorded, which he Read as Obſtinate (if I might.remember the-word Obiti- 
nate was Spoken, yet I am nat certain) refuſing to take the Oath 'of Alegi- 
ance after due Tender, or fome ſuch words, addmg, Francs Bampfield, Are 
you Guilty, or not Gmilty ? TCraved leave of rhe Judge, and the reft art the 


. 


Bench to fPegk ſome few words before I returried an Anſwer unto 'whar was 
i$ed of ir ie Judge denyed 'me any ſucly Liberty, I mnſt diretly,: ex- 
preſly ſpeak Wto; in that very form of words : I Replyed, :har, Thad. not free- | 


dom granted tne to ſpeak out what Thad further to Reply, when 1 was laſt 
at thisBar* IL was Kill cur ſhort, Gly, or not Giilty? 1 claimed the Liberty of 
xn Engh;ſb-Mah, the Reaſon'of'a Man, the Faith of a Chriſtian, by which you 
would have the toSwear : Guiry, or not Grilty? Ianſwered, there is a Fallacy 
in-your Queſtion ;;Anſwer expteſly, ſay they : I replyed, It.is a Maxim in your 
own Law; tharthe Law of God is the Law of this Land, holding my Bible in 
niy hand': Gzilty, or »or Gailty, you muſt Anſwer to this. form of Law: Reply 
was rhade, one Anſwer cannot reach this Cafe, for, there is a Fallacy.of many 
Queſtions in what' you ask :. There is che matter of FaCt; as to that I have 
not taken this Oath, as propounded by you ; There'is the matter of Righr, 
(whether Thave done well or ill, .in not raking it upon ſuch Tender ?. ) as for 
this, Ihave not Gujltineſs. upon me in this. matter; Record ir, he ſairh, Nor 
Guilty: 1 ohce or twice more Reported the Anfer.in my own. Words, not 
wotd for word in their form; adding this, Sir, To make nothing of your Pre- 
ſoribed Forms, Or ders and Proceſſes," 1n your Law, when 1 urge ther ayainſt your © 
Prictedings, and when they make for me againſt your ſelves, avid jet you wokld 
have me Swear, ' that, you Lamfully Miniſter this Oath. Biit when your Forms 
world Entrap and Enſnare me, then you would hold me ſriftly to your. Forms 
word for word, when, you can take advantage thereby aainſt tie : Record ir, 
faid the Judge to the Clerk, as his Anſwer, Wor Guilty, though 1 adyiſedly 
never anſweted in that exprefs Form. Cal -4nother ? So I ſtood by. 

- 'Thete were three more of the Proteſtant Profeſſion, called upon to an- 
ſwer-to that Queſtion, ' G#i/ry, or Nor Guilty? 1 muſt Refer them to their 
own Anſwers. _— HH." o ne HS & 
_AFourth was Called, who was I ſuppoſe; a Profeſſed Papiſt, who being 
Coniinanded to'take the Oath of Supremacy, and which he refuſing, the Judge 
paſſed Sentenee m_ him, which he Read.ont of a Statute Book; caſting out 
words with'ill refleftion upon'the Reſt, as if we were allof one Religion. To 
which 1 Replyed; : 7 Kenounce the Pope, and thoſe who are Popiſhly-Aﬀetted , 
yoti cannot caſt me our of the Protection of. the Kyng of Kings, and Lord of. 
Lords, I have'a Liberty, and Goods, ( meaning Spa and Erernal ones ) 
which you cannot take from me. This is the, Sum of: what did. paſs in open 
Sellions, fo far'as my parr of the Caſe was concerned. This being drawn * 
from the Bar, we'were tetnrned to Newgare-Priſon, where the Holy Spitit ſenr 
from the Father in the Name of his Son; doch cantinue me.in a Thankfal, Re-. . 

ycing, Glorying Stare, Frame, and Afting, to the Praife of his abounding 


Mercy, ich Grace, and'Free-Love: To this All;Glorious Jehovah my e/£le- 


55, be all the Glory and Honour, for Ever and Ever, IE 6 
/ Febnld here as to-my own Self concerns, have pnr an end to this Writing, 
tor that the Hotwur my LORD, whoſe I am, and whom I'Serve, and for 
whom, and for: whoſe Word x _ all rheſe things,” fo far has he meay 
2, Vouch- 


! 


- 


[4] | | 
Voucttfafed to Dighifie me, I ſay, his Honour being ſo far Engaged in my Caſe, 
1 would further clear up ſomewhar more which was in my Heart, and upor 
my Spirit to have uttered, had Liberty been granted me'to have brought ie - 
Forth. at” PE W_ 
This preſent Caſe, how {lightly ſoever it be Judged of by ſome; and how 
Low, Naked, and Deſpiſed aShrub ſocver the Perſon concerned therein bes 
yer conſider it ſeriouſly, and weigh it righrly in all the circumſtances of it, ic 
will be found to be a Grand Caſe, taking, in many of the great Truths, Duries, 


» 


Graces, Priviledges of the Chriſtian Religion. 


The Original Caufe of my being deprived of my outward Liberty, was my 
open Reading of the Word of Chriſt, Preaching and Praying, according to his 
Scripture appointments, which did give them advantage, enpugh againſt me 
by ſome other of their Laws, as they commonly Interpret them againſt Diſ- 


ſenters, but this is not enough to ſarisfic ſome Mens Revenge, unleſs they , 


ean make me to Poſtirute my Chriſtian Religion, my Conſcience, and my in- \ 
ward Peace, to ſerve their baſe Luſts, ro make me afraid and to draw me to 
Sin, and that, they might have matter too, for an Evil ReDOs that they 
might Reproach me; Bur my e-£/04izs will think upon them. Their next de- 


- 'viſe againſt me was to ſtrike me in my Tendereſt part, abour an Oath, which is 
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one of the moſt Solemn parts of Religious Worſhip, though now ir doth paſs 
much. into theſe two Queſtions, the former whereof rurns upon a point of 
Four own humane Engliſh Law ; The latter would overturn the main Founda- 
rion of Chriſtian Religion, and of the Liberty of Believers; They are theſe; 
The one, whether I can with a fafe Conſcience Swear, that, That' Oath was 
Lawfully Miniftred unto me, according to due Order and Proceſs of Law , 
which, ſo far dS I can yet have Light herein, was not ? For nathing that was 
ſaid by any or all the Judges, brought any Conviction ro my underſtanding, or. 
ſatisfaction to my Spirit. The other is whether, whilſt thus Informed can 1 
with the like ſafety of: Confeience take ſuch an Oath, which by the judgment 
of thoſe Judges who Impoſe it (they openly declaring it as Law ) would bind 
me, either to do that which Iam ſtrangly clearly convinced of, is not only not 
Commanded, bur is alfo plainly forbidden by Chriſt m his Word? Or to omit 
and lay afide that which 1 evidently believe and experience to be the Reveal- 
ed, Written Will, Word, and Law of my One and Only ZOR&D, over. my 
Conſcience and Law-giver to my Soul? or to lay ſuch a Bond upon my Soul 
as would deftroy my Chriftian Liberty ? | 

An Oath is a ſpecial diſtin kind of Inſtituted Worſhip, * wherein and 
whereby Jehovah /Elohim , by Soletin Invocation, is called upon, and called 
in, as All-knowing,: to Witneſs unto what is Sworn, to the Truth of whar is 
Sworn, if it be a Truth, alſo to the ſincerity of him who doth Swear, if there 
be that ſincerity. in him, thar, he will notin that matter about Which he doth 
ſo Swear, deceive thoſe who require that Oath, nor him, nor them, for whoſe 
concern he doth. Swear, -He is alſo prayed untoas Holy and Juſt, and as-lov- 
ing Juſtice, to . Avenge the. daring provoking - Sirz of the Perjured; if that be 
falſe in an Aſertory Oath, which the Swearer doth affirm; or if in a Pro- 
miſſory Oath the Swearer be falſe, not performing what he hath promiſed, 
if it. be Lawful ; ſo that, if either it be not a Truth which hedoth Swear, or 


| Num.5.21.27 if he do not Swear in Truth, when it is good that is Sworn, the Sywearer doth 
2." Appeal unto the LORD,:who ſearcheth the Heart, and Tryeth the Reins, to. 


Puniſh and Revenge this Falſe-Swearing upon the Perjured, , The Ground and 


Reaſon of this, both in Scripture and Nature is, Becauſe the Omniſcient, Om- 


Heb. 6.16. njpotent One,:has by Holy Sanction appointed an Oath among Men, tobe a 


Exod. 20. 7. 
Deurc. 5. 1T.- 
& G6. 13. 
Eſfai. 48. I. 


firm Bond of well Teſtified Truth, for Confirmation an end of all Strife, which _ 
end in my Caſe,. neither could nor would be attained from with, thoſe, with 
whom I have to deal, though I had raken it : For it has been the frequent 


Gen. 14.22. open Charge by thoſe who of Jate. years have. the, Managemenx. of this Afﬀair 
Exod. 6. 8. at Afſizes and Seſſions in divers Counties, if thoſe. at,the Bar do take the Oath 


Dan. r. 7. 
ev. 10. F. 
Deur. 32-49% 


when Tendered,; then ſay they, now you are.Perjured;. if you.:do.not go to: 
Common-Prayer,. and give off: your Private Conyenticlings ,. and ore, 


"oy C51 
ur they take it not, then the Language of tfie Bench nas veen,, you are Rebels, 
Seditious, Schiſmarical, Traytors, Plotters, and ſuch like. The Name of tha 
Fehovah Adonaizwho is to be Invoked, is Holy and Reverend ; it may not þe ta- 
ken upon the Lips, into the Mouth, without Holy Reverence: The Solemnity 


of this Appeal unto him, is not by laying down the Hand upon-the Printed 


Book, bur by lifting up the Hand or Hands to Heaven, where this moſt high 
one doth fir, on his Exalted Throne in Glorious Majeſty. 
' The Takerof an Oath is equally concerned to underſtand well, both for 
Matter, Efficiency, Form, and End, what that is which he is Required by a- 
nother to Swear, that ſo, himſelf may not be Impoſed upon, Deceived, or En- 
ſnareds If he do not Att diſcerningly and conſiderately in this matter, as be- 
fore, he could not Swear in * Truth; So now as to this, neither can he Swear 
mn Judgment, nor in Juſtice, in all which three, he yet ought to Swear, if it 
be otherwiſe his Duty to Swear. Neceflary therefore. it is,., both throughly 
ro examine all the Words and Phraſes in an Oath, what that is both for mat- 
ter of Fact, and for matter of Right, which the Impoſers would have to be 
Sworn, unto (Note here well this Clauſe in this Oath, All theſe things I do 
plainly and fincerely acknowledge and Swear according to theſe expreſs words, 
by mo Spoken; and according to. the plain and common Sence and under- 
ftanding of the ſame Words, without any Equivocation, or Mental Evaſion, 
or Secret Reſervation whatever: which Clauſe hath made this Oath untake- 


able by me; whatever the Oath otherwiſe were, . through the Impoſers not 


obſerving the due Order and Proceſs of their own Law, of- which. there is 
ſome account already given in this Paper) And. however it has been alleadged 
© by Oneof the Judges, that, whatever the firſt Tendering of this Oath were, as 
to the. manner of Miniſtring it, yet ſince that it has been Tendered twice be- 
fides the firſt Tendering by Judges and Juſtices on the Bench, 1n open Seffions, 
who affirmed, har, theſe have more Power, then a more Private Tendering 
by the Biſhop of the Dioceſs,. or by two Juſtices whereof one to be of the 9x0- 
rw; A ſmall and Low degree of Spiritual diſcerning, and of an Illuminated 
Mind may ſee through this Vail ; For if there be a groſs and great error in 
the Foundatioy, all the After-ſiyperftructure on that falſe and Sandy bottom 
will totter, and no plauſible dawbing ſhews of untempered Mortering within, 
or of rotten Buttreſfings without, can bear it out in Law, by ſuch Poſt-FaQs; 
And befides, if thoſe on the Bench would go about to Patch up this Rent by the 
two laſt Sefſions, when they Tenderet| this Oath, all which endeavours yet 
do but make'the Renting the wider, who ſhall then make me amends for my 
former wrong Impriſonment, for all that time before the Second-Seffions fate 
_ - upon this Caſe! Being one of the Free-Engliſhmans Charter'd Priviledges, not 
to be Impriſon'd but by lawful Judgment of his Peers, or, by the Law of the 
Land, by due Proceſs of Law, as the words are expreſly expounded in one 
Statute, or by the Indictment or Preſenttnent of Good and Lawful Men, or the 
Place, in due manner, there muſt be Legal order of Court; and he-who is 
Punifhed for any offence, (ſich as your Law doth call an offence) by Vertue 
of one Act; is not to be Puniſhed for the ſame offence, by Vertue of any other 
AC or Law whatſoever. And this one Note take to the former, that, however 
a Bench of Judges and of Juſtices, have more Power in divers ather reſpe&s, 


> 


* Jer, 4. 28 


and in other caſes then one-Biſhop of a Dioceſs, or but two Juſtices, yet if in | 


their own Law, the method preſcribed in that Law, do order the Tendering 


of the Oath by theſe more Privately,muſt go before a more Publick Tendering 


of it m open Seſſions, they muſt then proceed by ſuch a Proceſs, for, other- 
wiſc they break their own Rules, which they are Sworn to. obſerve, and do ſe6 
up a Sefſions-Meeting above, and beyond a Parliamentary Authority, who 
enjoyn their Method to be obſerved and not to be Controuled 'or Counterman- 
ded by Inferiour Officers: And let me add this further , (though this be not 
my Profeſſion) Inlightned, ReCtified Reaſon will dictate, that, there is great 
and juſt cauſe, for a more leaſurely proceed by Preſentment, Indifment, and 


ConviCtion in-a more Private way of Tendering in ſo weighty a Caſe, as this 
of Oaths, about which Conſcience under oy real Sence and Tenderneſs —_ ; 


. 
© 
Wp. *% 


yk 
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ame things, that bo foe -0h upon: my "Heart, in my underſtanding ; ; the 
other, that, . all this. 1 mult bring into ſich a ſtinted, form of, PE Fork before:the 


LORD, as I expett help from him; an invented, an, m of Mans 


makinog,. which doth, take jn.the, whole and.all the C lauſes. EA £yery. part of 
| Ws = Ozth h,van, 1n..the Ee FRIEND ſpoken: by the * -< of 1t; ca fe the plain 
EO of them;:and allthis muſt the Swearer truly and ſincetely acknowledge, 
Profeſs, Teftifie;: and chge it+ his - Conſcience before God and the World, 
DE tet 3 jo, T : (1 Uo, Recognition, And; Acnowledgment Heartily, + ad 2 

Fingly: a and . =} wear, Lam fo to, eg as. *-one, who belicyes, Philip. x, —4 

od is. fag wy witnels: 19. me; a True-and Faithful witneſs, to ME; Jer: 42, 5. 

char my witnefs: is in Heaven,that he knoweth, I Lie-nor : How- can fiich 2 Cor: 1. 23. 


V 

2 art, with. their SoVejagn Khoi Roe, dreadful ,were,.it for me. + 16, 31s 

to by Po cavy Mprecated es:1pon. My... (elf, {uch as the Scripture. Forms Gal. 1. 20. 

of Oaths do expreſly Mention # God will not be mocked; and 1 muſt bevay | 

wary how 1 bifd' my ſelf by Oath in ſuch Caſes. : © - . FRuchz, 27, 

- Tf Men, would have me. to Swear to obey All the Laws of this Fand: with- an 4 hae 

olit. any Exception, Eſpecially. if the Impaſer: do intend, an Active Obedi- 1 King. . 

ence, they ſuppoſing them to be all. and every of them Lawful AQtively.to & FRge _ & 

be 'Obeyed, and riot only ſo, bur alſo neceſſary to be. Obeyed Actively, with ? | 

an Obligation upoti.my, Confeicnce foto do when Determined and Injoyn- >King 6 mt 

&, by,.the, Bog Powers, I knoy little what it. .is : to Swear an, Univerſal Nets. 3 - = 
blind Obedience ts Humane: Edits; Statutes, and Canons , . If. this. be not Gen. 14+ 22+ 

it : -And; whether this be riot one Groſs and Rank part of Popiſh Doctrine 23- 

fog Practice, let it be well conſidered, chiefly under my wan, Copvitti- 7 ] _ 15. 
that there. gfe Diverſe Old Reliques of Popery ſtill retained in ſeveral *® 5? 

Be fs Laws of this Land. :. And, if any Inforced,. have. it in Deſign, by-what 

was. by 2 Jydge: at a former Seffons Interpreted, Explained, and Declared to 

be Law, that it doth bind ro. Obey Laws , not only that are already made; 

but what may be hereafter made, let the Reader Judge what Terms Iam 

held. to.. The occaſion of whart.is laſt written 1s this, av that farmer Seſſions: 

when. another Priſaner was. Tendered the ſame, Oath, by the Judges and 

others at the Bench, ( the Judges in open Court being aid to be the ſpeak- 

ER ) the Priſoner Anſwered, I cannot, know, but, muſt be Ignorant, 


expreſſions brit awaken my Conſdience with their Lofge call, and Awe Job # <g ag 


of what, hereafter by Law I may be required..to do, and alſo to whom- ; 
Swear ta. be | Obalient For it 1s not Fs L ſhould: foreſee what Laws 


= the a= ( there Chong at that rime four of chem, As I remember, Mas! 23. 's, 


Zacti, 14. 9. 
Jam. 4. 12: 


ich TL rar. to 7 0h err the es Laws without qotberon Rev, 17, 24+ 
berapa age « of 5, Concerning Sir Edward Cook, Goruled-& 19, 16. 
che- Otaele of. the- Engliſh Fwd he Reprove him for changing ſeveral parts Devr. 4. 2. 
aw, Ki for pr doc ; Law, either for, or — Say — 
{ wy | and. whe plea d;.or.in fic <> bike Words. . 1G). 26. 
tan vading of. * Chriſts Kingly.Office, Luke 16. 


qpen, 
| overaigri; S Stay Abſolute. .Lord - ſhip-over my Soul 29» 3% _-. 
| ond Gonſcience, _ an Evident, barefaced-- -unt6rding- his Kingly - Written; Ma&7- 7513. 
Word, and Law, of its One,and Only Rule-ſhip #s.0_ Faith, Worſhi IP, —_ 
als: ife; 1et if te deeply; thraughly examined, and" Meditated? Noe thiat in Mick.s, 16. 
or any "of r0s, 1 have any the leaſt. Aefign of raiſing any Tumults, or Hoke $I, 


MS. making 1 lai, 29, 13, 


C8] 
making any InſurreCtions, or carrying on any Malign Plottings-at all, bur only 
truly ro Report the matter of FaQt,' and Scripturally to-State the matter of 
Right, as my Dury by Office is, as a'Miniſter and Meſſenger of Chriſt, and 
as 4 Witneſler afid Sufferer for him. "And I can with the more Freedom 
write thus, becauſe: I have nor been engaged in any of the Wars, 1 neva 
lt hy and Mother dre ;Ff) 


took the:Solemn League ard Cavenant, bilt rÞy fe 
- our Exceptions atid Reaſons againſt it, which'were Bike tohave been Printed ; 
Neither did I take the engageinent, but Preacti 2d againſt it, for which I Suffer- 


ed aſhort Impriſonment. 
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ſt wouldfal 
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